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 Life Expectancy: 45.8 years  
 

 Adult Literacy Rate: 51.9% 
 

 Under 5 mortality (m/f): 212/194 per 1,000  
 

 Primary school enrolment: 50% for boys and 
24% for girls  

 
 76% of population live below the world 

poverty level of US1$ per day 
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The 14-year civil war in Liberia has had a devastating impact on the civilian population, and 
particularly on the nation’s children.  An estimated 45% of the school-age-population currently 
have no access to education.   
  
War left the country with virtually no remaining educational infrastructure.  Three-quarters of 
schools were destroyed during the conflict, and there was practically no state-run teacher 
training for the 14 years.  The education system was more fully functional 25 years ago than 
now.   
 
The vast majority of people were displaced at some point during the war, and are now returning 
to their communities with little prospect of schooling provision for their children.  There is little 
incentive for teachers to return to the devastated rural areas, and according to the UN 
Consolidated Appeal for 2006, only 20% of teachers in public schools are qualified to teach.  
Textbooks and teaching materials are in short supply, even where schools exist. 
 
To make these problems worse, the Liberian education system is burdened by a culture of 
exploitation, sexual discrimination and violence.  There are many incidences of male teachers 
trading grades and school fees for sex with female 
learners and significantly more girls are out of school 
than in school. 25% of dropouts among girls are due 
to early pregnancy.   
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Children in Crisis has rebuilt two schools in 
Montserrado County and one in River Cess County 
since 2007. Girls’ clubs set up at these schools act 
as a forum for girls to discuss problems or worries 
they may have regarding school. Whilst functioning 
as formal primary schools in the morning, the schools 
also provide adult literacy lessons in the evenings for 
parents, the majority of whom are women.  
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Girls who were involved in the fighting forces during the conflict are particularly likely to have 
been excluded from education and a large number are now single mothers which has prevented 
them from returning to school. There is a very high incidence of teenage pregnancy in Liberia, 

partly due to the custom of early marriage but 
also as a consequence of rape, which was used 
as a weapon of war. Any girl who becomes 
pregnant or who has a child is automatically 
denied access to formal school, which leaves 
many young girls without access to education.  
 
Children in Crisis launched a female education 
programme with FAWE Liberia in February 
2008. 200 in-service teachers in Montserrado 
and River Cess Counties, who have never 
received training before, are being trained in 
teaching methodology, the national curriculum, 
health and peace education.  

 
The programme supports the National Policy on Girls’ Education by including specialised 
modules for the teachers on creating girl-friendly environments and working with girls, young 
women and their communities to support them in continuing their education and raise awareness 
of its value. As part of this support 150 out of school young women will receive literacy and 
vocational training from a newly constructed Vocational Training Centre in River Cess County. 
The Centre began running classes in September 2009, including tailoring, hairdressing, fish 
preservation and pastry, and is also offering literacy training. Additionally, the Centre provides a 
crèche programme that looks after young children so that their mothers can attend classes.  The 
photograph above shows celebrations at the opening ceremony of the Vocational Training 
Centre. 
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